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VICKY CAYETANO RELEASES PLAN FOR A FAMILY FOCUSED ECONOMY, 

ADDRESSES AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND REINVESTING IN COMMUNITIES 

 

(HONOLULU, HI) - Gubernatorial candidate Vicky Cayetano today unveiled her comprehensive 

plan for revitalizing and stimulating Hawaii’s historically tourism-based economy – one of the 

hardest-hit in the nation during COVID - into a “Family Focused” approach which begins first with 

addressing the needs of Hawaiʻi’s families.  

 

This philosophy, combined with her business experience and acumen, gives rise to novel ideas and 

plans – some of which have never been voiced before and which will be game-changers in retooling 

the relationship between Hawai’i’s government and its citizens.  

 

“A Family Focused Economy” can be viewed in full at vickyforgovernor.com. 

 

A centerpiece of the plan addresses the chronic and increasingly critical lack of Affordable 

Housing across the state with three key strategies: 1) Rent-to-Own in which buyers who can afford 

a reasonable monthly payment but do not have the resources for a major down payment qualify to 

move in to state-developed communities; when the value of the home is reached, over the years, 

they will take ownership and title to the property; 2) Designated Workforce Housing specifically 

developed for key professions including teachers, nurses and health care workers, and first 

responders, to stem the outflow of these skilled workers critical to a healthy community and 3) 

Affordable Rentals for those who do not wish to own property but simply want to live here.  

 

Cayetano also includes an acceleration of housing in the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands that 

would be issued to native Hawaiians. 

 

Cayetano proposes to identify underused state lands on all islands suitable for this purpose, finding 

ways to address the high cost and delays of infrastructure implementation, and streamlining 

permitting that delays so much of construction in our state. 

 

“Vicky's Rent-to-Own workforce development plan is the kind of out of the box thinking that we need 

to address the housing shortage and the recruitment and retention of teachers and others who are 

vital for a community,” said Stephanie Mew, Milken Foundation award winner and 2016 State 

Teacher of the Year.  

https://vickyforgovernor.com/


“I appreciate Vicky not only recognizing the economic challenges that we face but proposing 

solutions that partner with the workforce and our commitment to Hawaiʻi.”  

 

To bring immediate aid to families, Cayetano is proposing a one-year suspension of the 4.5% tax 

on food, medicine and diapers for families making under $100,000 a year - the first of its kind tax 

suspension to benefit the average consumer.  

 

Cayetano’s plan includes creating a new relationship between Hawaiʻi’s large retailers and the 

consumers who patronize them so robustly.  A new Community Reinvestment program will 

designate a percentage of all sales generated in Hawaiʻi by businesses grossing over a certain 

dollar amount to be “reinvested into the community”. This ground-breaking new source of funds 

equalizes the playing field between large businesses that make enormous profits off of Hawaiʻi 

shoppers and the many needs across the state - stronger schools, more green space, improved 

roads, nonprofits that fill the gaps in funding for caring for those less fortunate - and so many other 

community efforts that determine quality of life in the islands. 

“Local businesses already do this to quite an extent, but to add the larger enterprises in Hawaii to 

this program would be a game-changer in terms of strengthening our communities and making 

them more sustainable,” said ABC Stores President & CEO Paul Kosasa. “This is a perfect example 

of Vicky Cayetano’s ability to look at problems and see opportunities. Her enthusiasm and drive to 

succeed are part of what will make her a compelling and decisive governor.”  

“Many small businesses have closed, never to return; but that can be turned around, starting with a 

more supportive business climate,” said Cayetano, who ran her own business for 34-years before 

leaving to run for Governor. “I will use my business experience and entrepreneurial mindset to 

transform the current business climate and improve the way the state interacts with businesses 

large and small.”  

 

A first-ever Executive Office for Small Business will serve as a one-stop-shop to those seeking 

assistance on how to navigate the state government requirements of operating a business. The 

Executive Office for Small Business will also be a conduit to gain feedback on how the state 

government can better support small to midsized retailers and service providers.  

 

"Vicky Cayetano understands the trials and the triumphs of leading a business. She's a strong 

businesswoman who doesn't hesitate to make tough decisions,” said Elisia Flores, Chief Executive 

Officer at L&L Hawaiian Barbecue. “Vicky also possesses a leadership mindset with an 

entrepreneurial spirit and humility that is needed today."  

 

Whether it’s addressing our working people, our kupuna or the youngest in our community, Vicky 

Cayetano’s Family Focused Economy plan has action steps to take on every island for: Caring for 

the Homeless, Investing in Healthcare, Managing Climate Change, Advancing Energy Resources, 

Caring for the Environment and Critical Infrastructure.  

 

Managing Tourism, Advancing Agriculture, Improving Internet for All, and Prioritizing Education 

from preschool through post-secondary - are a part of her agenda. 



“What I bring to the table is my results-driven leadership of 34 years,” said Cayetano. “My entire 

focus is on improving the lives of our families, our businesses, and our natural resources so that our 

children can live here. We have no time to waste.” 

Read Vicky Cayetano’s Family Focused Economic Plan at vickyforgovernor.com.  

 

##### 

 

 

https://vickyforgovernor.com/

